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Collated
In response to an invitation to contribute 
to an issue of a Scottish literary journal 
celebrating the work of Ian Hamilton 
Finlay, a pair of short texts:

The cream cover of Jibs, published at 
Christmas 1972, shows a detail of a 
model lugger made by Ian Hamilton 
Finlay, its triangular sail central within 
the oblong image. The surface of the 
water is just visible against the bow of 
the boat at the bottom of the photo-
graph, while the foremast can be seen 
through the translucent cloth of the 
main sail. Preceding the title-page is a 
closer detail of the same photograph, 
the jib-sail still central, the mast cropped 
by the folded edge of the page. The 
sequence of right-hand pages that 
follow the title-page are each occupied 
by a single poem and its title. Preceding 
the signed and numbered colophon 
page, the entire boat is shown, with its 
three sails fully reflected in the water; 
the extremities of masts, booms and 
reflections equally spaced from the 
edges of the paper.

The pale blue cover of A Pretty Kettle of 
Fish, published at Easter 1974, shows a 
detail of the five painted wooden Toy 
Fish made by Ian Hamilton Finlay in 
1965; the three central fish suspended 
from their string line, the shadows of 
the construction visible against the 
background of the oblong photograph. 
Preceding the title-page the same image 
is repeated, enlarged and ranged to the 
folded edge of the page. The sequence of 
eight right-hand pages that follow the 
title-page are each occupied by a single 
poem and its title. Preceding the signed 
and numbered colophon page, all five 
fish are shown, but the image does not 
extend to include the two vertical props 
from which the string suspends.

They weren’t included in the publication, 
but this kind of attentive bibliographical 
description was employed five years 
later in a commentary to accompany an 
exhibition of publications by Richard 
Long at the Centre for Artists Books, 
Dundee, where it was produced as a 
single-sided sheet to be given freely to 
visitors. A4, offset on matt coated cartridge; Centre for Artist Books, Dundee, 1999.


