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At several places 
in the wood fallen 
trees lie across the 
youthful channel 
of the river. Here 
the first intended 
crossing is by way 
of two wooden 
railway sleepers.
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A footpath crossing 
by plain concrete 
slab and the 
sloping right-hand 
bank retained with 
timber reinforce-
ments.
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Whitford Bridge
After Whitford the 
general direction 
of the river is due 
south to the sea. 
Ahead is the final 
weir on the river, 
seen here under 
high water. In 
order to protect 
birds from flying 
into power lines 
that cross the 
river along the 
lower stage of 
the valley ‘swan 
balls’ are attached 
to increase the 
visibility of the 
cables.  
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The final 
meandering 
stage of the river 
on a dull winter 
morning from the 
the A3052 road 
crossing at Boshill, 
three kilometres 
directly north 
of the mouth. 
The Axe’s final 
tributory, the River 
Coly, enters four 
hundred metres 
downstream from 
the right, rising ten 
kilometres north-
west in the high 
ground at Offwell, 
near Honiton. 
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Tree roots, rocks 
and debris obstruct 
the flow of the 
highest stretch of 
the stream, with 
an occasional drop 
in the level of the 
bed.
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The stream here is 
obscured by late 
autumn trees, the 
trunks horizontal 
with the water.
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Whitford Bridge
The road across 
the valley from 
Musbury to 
Whitford now 
crosses the shallow 
ford by a concrete 
road bridge. 
George Pullman, 
in The Book of the 
Axe, describes the 
crossing in the mid-
nineteenth century: 
“Whitford Bridge 
is of wood, and for 
foot-passengers 
only; but there is 
a ford for vehicles 
and horses. It 
is the longest 
bridge upon the 
stream…”
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The normal tidal 
limit is three 
hundred metres 
downstream, 
but in these two 
photographs, taken 
at the peak of a 
high spring tide, 
and after a period 
of persistent rain, 
the river’s flow is 
negligable.
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The first footpath 
crossing, with flints 
from the chalk of 
Beaminster Down 
fording the shallow 
stream.
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Axe Ford
As the name 
suggests, once a 
crossing by shallow 
ford, now a plain 
concrete slab 
across the stream.

39
Nunford Bridge
Just ahead on the 
left bank is a WW2 
concrete pillbox, 
and the wide pool 
at the next bend is 
known as Nunford 
Hole. Behind is 
Kingsdon Hill, 
the buildings of 
Nunford Dairy are 
on the right and 
over the hill is the 
town of Colyton.
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Axmouth Bridge
The final down-
stream view, of 
the harbour at 
Axmouth and 
beyond the narrow 
mouth of the river, 
deflected eastwards 
by the shingle 
beach. Used now 
only for pedestrians 
and cycles, the old 
three-arched bridge 
was built as a toll 
crossing in 1877 
and is the earliest 
surviving concrete 
example in the 
country.  
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Tree trunks and 
branches hang low 
across the fast 
flowing channel.
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Axe Ford
The river channel 
winding amongst 
the wooded banks 
and the small-scale 
meandering of 
erosion and 
deposition.
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Nunford Bridge
A crossing for 
the footpath 
between Musbury 
and Colyton, 
the stretch just 
upstream known as 
Rawling’s Hole. In 
the distance on the 
right is the conifer 
lined Shute Hill 
and the distinctive 
white building is 
Shute House.
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Axmouth Bridge
The broad tidal 
stretch of the 
river, from the 
road bridge 
joining Axmouth 
and Seaton. The 
bridge was built 
in 1990 to replace 
the adjacent 
nineteenth-
century crossing. 
The mudflats, 
salt marsh and 
reed beds are an 
important and 
protected habitat 
for birdlife; while 
the Seaton and 
District Electric 
Tramway runs 
along the western 
side to Colyton.
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