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Ligeti’s Organ Study no.1 ‘Harmonies’ demands
an extreme paleness and softness of sound.
The organist Gerd Zacher, for whom the piece
was written, interpreted the instruction with
the aid of an innovation: “by reducing the wind
pressure of the organ using a vacuum cleaner
instead of the organ blower.” Consequently the
more keys depressed and stops pulled out, the
weaker and more colourless the tone of the
instrument.
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